II.B

Procedures for
Storing Chemicals
In Storerooms and
Stockrooms

There is a range of possibilities for storing chemical substances. The
arrangements made will depend on the size of the organization, the
quantities handled, and the nature of the problems.

Often, the provision of adequate storage space is given little consider-
ation in the design of laboratory buildings. Lack of sufficient storage space
can create hazards due to overcrowding, storage of incompatible chemicals
together, and poor housekeeping. Adequate, properly designed and
ventilated storage facilities should be provided to ensure personnel safety
and property protection.

In many instances, chemicals are delivered after receipt in the institution
directly to the individual who initiated the order. If the facilities of the
laboratory are appropriate (see Chapter II.D) for the kinds and quantities
of materials used, this system may be eminently satisfactory.

However, experience has shown that it is usually necessary to maintain a
reserve of supplies in excess of the amounts that can be kept safely in the
laboratory. If the quantities are large or the volumes of the individual
containers are such that repackaging is necessary, then a safe place is
needed to store these containers and to perform these functions.
Depending on needs, this could be a stockroom for the laboratory or a
central storeroom for the particular organization.

Stored chemicals should be examined at periodic intervals (at least
annually). At this time, those that have been kept beyond their appropriate
shelf life or have deteriorated, have questionable labels, are leaking, have
corroded caps, or have developed any other problem should be disposed of
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